MEETING MINUTES

consulting engineers

870 Ciark Street = Oviedo, Florida 32765
bus: 407-971-8850 « fax: 407-971-8955

Date: December 6, 2006 - 1:00 PM

Re: SR 40 PD&E Study
Steering Committee Meeting No. 3

Attendees: See sign-in sheet

Meeting Handouts: Meeting Agenda, Alternatives Evaluation Matrix, Draft Wildlife
Crossings graphics, Wildlife Crossing Meeting Minutes, E-mail from the Florida Dept. of
Forestry regarding the wildlife crossings, SR 19 Intersection Improvements graphic

Bill Walsh gave some opening statements and then the attendees introduced themselves.

Alex Hull then began the meeting by providing an overview of the agenda for the meeting.
He then explained the build improvements that are being considered. The improvements
include widening to four lanes from the existing end of the four lanes in Silver Springs to SE
183" Avenue just west of Mill Dam Lake, intersection improvements at SR 19 and US 17
and other safety improvements in the Astor area (three-lane widening). Through the rural
areas where no roadway improvements are recommended, auditory pavement markings are
being considered to help reduce cross-over and run-off the road type crashes.

Alex discussed the alternatives evaluation matrix and the criteria that FDOT will be
considering in the comparative evaluation process. The consulting team is in the process of
filling out the information in the matrix (construction costs, right-of-way costs, impacts, etc.)
for the mainline widening alternatives. Alternative stormwater pond sites will be included in
the matrix, however the pond siting work is not scheduled to begin until early 2007. Several
guestions were asked regarding whether specific items are/will be included in the matrix and
Alex explained that all the items asked about will be considered (maintenance of traffic
costs, bridge demolition costs, special pavement markings, etc.).

Alex also reiterated that the matrix includes the No Build alternative that will be considered
for the entire study corridor through the life of the study.

Next, Paul Heeg discussed the results of the SR 40 Safety Analysis. The Safety Analysis
recommendations support the recommendations made in the SR 40 Traffic Study for
mainline widening and improvements at SR 19 and at US 17. Other improvements that are
recommended include potential three-lane widening in the Astor area and in the
westernmost segment of Volusia County (St. Johns River to Emporia Road).

Alex then discussed the proposed improvements at the SR 19 intersection with SR 40. A
graphic showing the improvements that will be constructed in early 2007 (minor pavement
additions and installation of a traffic signal) was presented. Alex indicated that the traffic
consultant re-analyzed the intersection with the planned improvements and determined that
it will operate acceptably through the design year. The intersection should be monitored
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after the improvements are made to make sure that it continues to operate acceptably and
that there are no safety issues.

Ben Lehr then discussed the five options that are being evaluated for the Ocklawaha River
bridge. The first two options consider widening the existing bridge. The third and fourth
options would replace the bridge along its existing alignment. The fifth option involves
replacing the bridge on a new alignment. The analysis of these bridge options will be
coordinated with FDOT’s Structures group. In addition, life cycle and maintenance costs will
be considered in the evaluation.

Alex began the discussion on the wildlife crossings by giving a brief history of the subject
and how it has evolved in the study. A committee was formed to work on the wildlife
crossings and was made up of biologists and representatives of the US Forest Service, the
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, the US Fish and Wildlife Service, the
study team’s environmental consultant, FDOT and others. Two meetings were held with the
group to talk about the issue and then a third meeting was held in the field to look at the
potential crossing sites. Following the field meeting, the environmental consultant and the
FWC biologists met to compare their evaluations of the crossings and came up with the
sites that they thought should be recommended to the wildlife committee. In October, the
wildlife committee met again to go through these recommendations and reached a
consensus that these crossing locations, types and lengths would be presented to the
Steering Committee as an initial recommendation.

Tom Roberts with the study team’s environmental consultant walked through the locations,
lengths and design of the recommended wildlife crossings and explained some of the issues
with each location. It should be noted that these locations were identified by the SR 40 Task
Force.

A — A standard 100 foot wildlife crossing structure is planned at the Half Mile Creek area.
Mickey Thomason indicated that the State is under contract to buy over 700 acres of
Rayonier property north of the OGT lands in this area.

B — A standard 100 foot wildlife crossing structure is planned to the east of CR 315. The
purchase of additional lands north or south of this area is recommended as well.

C — It is recommended that the existing span of the Ocklawaha Bridge be maintained.

D — A standard 100 foot wildlife crossing structure is planned near the area where the
Florida Trail crosses SR 40 east of CR 314.

F — A 1000 foot long bridge and two standard 100 foot long wildlife crossing structures are
recommended for this area in the Redwater Lake area.

Outside of the proposed roadway widening area, three additional wildlife crossings are
recommended.

AA — A 300 foot long wildlife structure is proposed at this location. The location of this
structure would span the power line easement west of the Lookout Tower in the Ocala
National Forest. This structure would serve numerous species including sand skinks that
have been found in the power line easement. This location is not one of the locations that
was identified by the SR 40 Task Force.

G — A standard 100 foot long wildlife crossing structure is proposed just east of the entrance
to Juniper Springs. This area has a history of bear Kills.
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| — A standard 100 foot long wildlife crossing structure is proposed just west of Blue Creek
Lodge Road. This area also has a history of bear kills.

No wildlife crossing structures were recommended in the Volusia County portion of SR 40.
Input from the Lake George State Forest biologist includes a recommendation to consider
adding a wildlife crossing structure at location K to provide habitat connectivity to areas
north and south of SR 40. Jim Thorsen with the US Forest Service also indicated that
additional consideration should be given to a wildlife crossing at location H, west of SR 19.

Alex reiterated that the study team is not looking to reach a consensus on the plan at this
meeting. This is the first cut at a wildlife crossing plan and any input on the plan is
welcomed.

The group asked questions regarding costs, structure heights, etc. Alex indicated that only
this first step of identifying locations, type and lengths has been completed. Issues such as
construction costs, fencing and access issues will be worked through in the near future.

A question was asked regarding the locations of pond sites. Alex indicated that the pond
siting work will begin in the near future. Cathy Lowenstein asked that Scenic Highway
issues be considered in the pond location/design.

Frank Hickson indicated that FDOT has prepared a recommendation for the Monster Pipe
issue. This recommendation is awaiting final approval before it is sent to Marion County.

The SR 40 PD&E Study Memorandum of Understanding has been signed by the US Forest
Service and forwarded to FDOT and FHWA for signatures.

Next, the upcoming meeting schedule was discussed as follows:

1/10/07 — PAG subcommittee meetings
2/7/07 — Steering committee meeting
3/7/07 — PAG meeting

3/8/07 — PAG subcommittee meetings
4/4/07 — Steering committee meeting

Rick Lint asked whether an implementation plan has been set for the various roadway
improvements and wildlife crossing structures. Alex indicated that an implementation plan
has not been set, but that a plan will be recommended later in the study once all of the
issues and costs are known.

The meeting ended at 3:00 pm.

Note: The above reflects the writer understands of the contents of the meeting. If any
misinterpretations or inaccuracies are included, please contact David Dangel (407) 971-
8850 as soon as possible for resolution and revisions if necessary.
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